
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAIGA NEWS 
CONTENTS 

Feature article 

Russia has joined the Convention on Conservation of 

Migratory speciesô Memorandum of Understanding on 

Saiga Antelope 
 

Updates 
 

Saigas in the News 

Anatoly Bliznyuk Saiga antelopes and the Metonic cycle. 

Izvestiya Kalmykii, 29 April 2009 

 

Articles 

A.V. Grachev, Zh.D. Abdykerimov, Yu.A. Grachev 

Status of Ural population of saiga in Kazakhstan 

A. Nuridjanov Saigas in Vozrozhdenie Island, 

Uzbekistan 

V. Gavrilenko Askania Nova, a semi-natural Saiga 

captive breeding centre 

B.Buuveibaatar, J. K. Young, and A. E. Fine Research 

on the potential effects of domestic dogs on 

Mongolian Saiga in Shargyn Gobi NR, Mongolia 

M. Karlstetter A visit to the Uzbek Ustyurt Plateau ï 

saiga conservation in Uzbekistan 

T. Karimova Using phytoliths as a non-invasive 

method to study Saiga diet 

J. K. Young, S. Strindberg, L. Amgalan, B. 

Buuveibaatar, A. E. Fine, J. Berger, and B. 

Lhagvasuren Population Estimation Methodology for 

Mongolian Saiga 
 

Project round-up 

Saiga activity by Imperial College London 

Saiga conservation project supporting herder 

communities in Mongolia 

The revival of traditional crafts for the conservation 

of the saiga in Uzbekistan 

 

Review of recent saiga publications 
 

Featured Institutional Member 
 

Announcements 

 

The SCA is monitoring progress of the  

MOU on Saiga Conservation 

Summary report on progress towards the CMS MOU 

in the period November 2008-June 2009 

1 

12 

8 

2 

15 

21 

22 

23 

24 

16 

19 

18 

21 

14 

11 

Editorial team. China: Dr A. Kang, WCS China (ygling@online.sh.cn); Kazakhstan: Professor A. Bekenov & Dr Iu.A. 
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Russia has joined the Convention on Conservation of Migratory 

speciesô Memorandum of Understanding on Saiga Antelope  
 

Alexei Bazhanov, Deputy Minister of Agriculture of the Russian Federation 

signed the Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation, Restoration and 

Sustainable Use of the Saiga Antelope in Bonn on June, 24th. This event occurred 

on the 30th Anniversary of the Bonn Convention, under which the saiga MOU sits.  
 

 
 

 

 

" 

joined this CMS initiative and our partners to conserve these remarkable antelopes. 

Saigas have survived turbulent times in the past. The commitment of Russia, 

alongside Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan is essential if they are to 

enjoy a stable future.ò 

During the signing ceremony in Bonn's city hall, Alexei Bazhanov said: 

"Together with Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan, we will cooperate  
 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                        Continued on p.2. 

 

The document 

provides for 

cooperation of the 

parties for the 

maintenance of 

effective protection of 

saiga antelope, its 

habitats, as well as 

exchange of the 

scientific, technical 

and legal information 

for saiga protection, 

restoration and 

sustainable use. CMS 

Executive Secretary 

Robert Hepworth said: 

Russiaôs signature of 

the Saiga Agreement 

tonight means that all 

four of the main Saiga 

range states have now 

Alexei Bazhanov and Robert Hepworth signing the 

Memorandum of Understanding on Saiga Antelope.  

Photo by CMS 

 

A resting saiga male.  

Photo by Rotislav Stach 
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Continued from Page 1: 

to ensure that the threats to the Saiga antelope during their long 

migrations are reduced. Awareness campaigns targeting the 

rural population will help to fight poaching and efforts will be 

made to minimise the impact of obstacles to migration."  

The Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation, 

Restoration and Sustainable Use of the Saiga Antelope entered 

into force in September 2006. Parties to the MOU provide 

Secretary of the Convention with a detailed annual report on 

their saiga conservation activities. 

 
  
 

 
 

On 10 February 2009, a round table on ñMechanisms of 

interaction for biodiversity conservation in the Ustyurt regionò 

was held in Tashkent. The event was organized by the State 

Committee for Nature Conservation of the Republic of  

 
 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

According to the federal law ñOn the faunaò, commercial and 

sport hunting for saigas is prohibited until 2013. Enactment No 

155 of 7 May 2009 was signed by the prime minister of the 

Republic of Kalmykia, Mr Vladimir Sengleev. 

 

 

On 19 June, a meeting of the association for the solution of 

ecological problems of the Severny Kavkaz [North Caucasus] 

was held in Grozny. Mr Dmitry Tsutaev, the head of the 

Department of Forestry of the Ministry of Natural Resources, 

Environmental Protection and Energy Development,  Kalmykia, 

 

 

 

Aerial counts of saiga antelopes were carried out on 2-24 

April 2009 with the participation of staff from the Institute of 

Zoology, Kazakhstan, the Committee for Forestry and Hunting 

of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhstan, 

Okhotzooprom, regional territorial forestry and ranching 

inspectorates and the Association for the Conservation of 

Biodiversity of Kazakhstan. 

The theme of saiga conservation is one of the key topics of 

the upcoming XXIX International Union of Game Biologists 

Congress (IUGB) which will be held in Moscow on August, 

17-22, 2009, organised by the Ministry of Agriculture of the 

Russian Federation. 

 

For more information see: The Convention on the 

Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals, 

http://www.cms.int/ and Ministry of Agriculture of the 

Russian Federations, 

http://www.mcx.ru/news/news/show/3450.78.htm  

 

 

 
 

Uzbekistan, the Institute of Zoology of the Uzbekistan 

Academy of Sciences together with the Saiga Conservation 

Alliance and the Armon centre for Ecological Law. 

Representatives of the ministries and agencies concerned, 

as well as those of oil-gas and other companies working in 

Ustyurt, participated in the round table. The participants 

discussed possibilities for developing cooperation on the 

conservation of the Ustyurt plateau's unique natural 

environments, particularly under intense development 

impacts. The saiga is one of the flagships of the Ustyurt fauna 

and an indicator of ecosystem stability. The workshop 

adopted a resolution to set up a working group to develop a 

programme of joint measures for the conservation of Ustyurt's 

biodiversity in 2009 to 2012. The State Committee for Nature 

Protection was identified as the coordinator of this process. 

On 19 March 2009, the first meeting of the working group 

took place, which approved the participants and the timings 

for preparation of the draft programme.  

For further information please contact Alexander Esipov, 

esipov@sarkor.uz. 
 

 
 
 

From the editorial board: in Russia saiga hunts were first 

banned in 2001. The ban was renewed in 2004.   

 

 

 

 

took part in the meeting. Among other questions, special 

attention was paid to the conservation and restoration of the 

European saiga population.  

Based on a report in the newspaper Izvestiya Kalmykii, 

http://www.askregion.ru/page.php?id=132  
 

 

 

Total saiga numbers were estimated at 81,000; 45,200 in 

Betpak-dala, 9,200 in Ustyurt and 26,600 in Ural. In 

comparison with last year, the number and range of the 

Betpakdala and Ural sub-populations have increased, while 

the numbers of the Ustyurt sub-population remained constant. 

For more information please contact Yury Grachev, 

terio@nursat.kz. 
 

Conserving Ustyurt's biodiversity 

 

Updates 

Reconnaissance boring (Zarubezhneftegaz) in Ustyurt, 

northern west Uzbekistan.  

Photo by Alexander Esipov  

 

Saiga hunting prohibited in Russia 

Special attention to the saiga! 

 

Aerial counts held in Kazakhstan  

 

http://www.cms.int/
mailto:esipov@sarkor.uz
http://www.askregion.ru/page.php?id=132
mailto:terio@nursat.kz


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

Published by the Saiga Conservation Alliance 

 

 

 summer 2009: issue 9 
 

 

Saiga News 
 

SCA team at the WCN Expo-2008.  

Photo by Elena Bykova 

The fossil saiga skull. 

Photo by G. Gorodnichev  

 

 
 

According to an agreement between Gosbiokontrol of the 

Republic of Uzbekistan Committee for Forestry and Hunting of 

the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhstan, 

simultaneous aerial counts of the Ustyurt population were 

carried out for the first time on 5th-7th April 2009. Previously, 

the counts in Uzbekistan were carried out in winter and in 

Kazakhstan in spring. As a result the total number of saigas was 

unknown, as it was not clear how many animals were in the 

other country when the counts took place. No saigas were 

observed in the Uzbek part of Ustyurt, despite surveying both 

the northern and southern parts of the plateau as well as the Aral 

sea. However, a negative result is still important. Data from 

simultaneous vehicle surveys suggested the presence of 

singletons and small groups in the area, which in general 

confirms the results of the aerial counts ï almost all the animals 

were in Kazakhstan at that time. For more information please 

contact Alexander Esipov, esipov@sarkor.uz. 

. 

 

 

Bayarbaatar Buuveibaatar, a young scientist engaged in saiga 

research and conservation activities in Mongolia, has been 

awarded $15,000 to carry out his Masters research in the USA 

from the Sidney Byers Scholarship for Wildlife Conservation. 

The Scholarship, which is administered by the Wildlife 

Conservation Network (WCN), awards funds annually to 

promising young conservationists working across Africa, Asia 

and South America. 

"We believe that the future of wildlife conservation depends  

 

 

 
 

The skull of a prehistoric saiga has been found in Astrakhan 

province. According to Astrakhan palaeontologists, the finding 

is very interesting as scientists have not previously found 

prehistoric remains of this species in this region. A preliminary 

analysis showed that the skull was 250-300,000 years old. 

The director of the Astrakhan State United Historical-

architectural Museum-reserve, Yury Pavlenko, said that the 

excavation was conducted by the museum's field team under the 

supervision of M.V. Golovachev, in Bueraki area, 

approximately 10 km south of the village of Cherny Yar, 

Chernoyarsky district. The skull was washed out from the banks 

of the River Volga during flooding, subsequently covered with 

the sand and again exposed due to rain and flood water. It was a 

well preserved brainpan with the base of the right horn. Two 

years ago, the base of the left horn with the upper orbital arc and 

fragments of the lower jaw were found, presumably belonging 

to the same saiga. The museum collections contain other finds 

of the bones of ancient saigas.  

Additional information is available from the museum at 

musei@astranet.ru.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

on local people working with local communities to resolve 

wildlife conflicts," said Charles Knowles, WCN Executive 

Director. "The Byers Scholarship will identify, invest in, and 

help develop the future leaders of wildlife conservation around 

the world."  

As a partner of WCN, the SCA is eligible to apply for the 

Byers Scholarship, and Buuvei's success follows on from a 

Scholarship awarded to Nadezhda Arylova of the Russian 

Republic of Kalmykia in 2007. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Aerial counts of saigas in Uzbekistan  

 

Team members soon after a flight, Muinak airport.  

Photo by Alexander Esipov 
 

Young saiga researcher wins top award!  

 

Young saiga researcher wins top award!  

 

mailto:esipov@sarkor.uz
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The animated cartoon ñSaga of the saigaò, produced by the 

AniMaster studio, was awarded a winner's certificate at the 13th 

international television festival ñSave and secureò, which was 

held in Hanty-Mansiysk on 2-6 June. More than 300 films from 

120 TV companies in 24 countries were nominated for the 

festival. The animators from Shymkent were awarded first prize 

in the section ñprogramme for children and young peopleò. In 

the entire history of the festival this was the first victory by a 

team from Kazakhstan.  

This festival is rightly recognized as one of the most popular 

and representative international forums devoted to issues in 

ecology, conservation and environmental protection. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In May, the network Meloman released the first licensed DVD 

containing local cartoons in the Kazakh language. The 

collection is called ñFairytales of the Kazakh steppeò and 

includes the two parts of the ñSaga of the saigaò by AniMaster 

studios and as a bonus, another cartoon (ñAldar Kose and the  

 

 
WWF Mongolia has produced a documentary film on 

Mongolian saiga biology and ecology for the general public, in 

cooperation with the Scientific and Environmental  

 

 
 

 

WWF Mongolia has successfully launched a Mongolian 

language web-portal (www.econet.mn) on the Mongolian part of 

Altai-Sayan Ecoregion, and the English language version will be  
 

 
 

 

The guest of honour at the festival, two times Hero of the 

Soviet Union, the astronaut Georgy Grechko, noted that our 

planet is so unprotected; it should be taken care of and 

conservation of the Earth is crucial. This is what ñSaga of the 

saigaò is about. The film is in two parts, and has been released 

in Kazakh, Russian and English. Its main characters are 

children who worry about the fate of saigas, a ranger who 

chases horn collectors, poachers who will not escape 

punishment and of course the saigas, who have to learn to 

trust people all over again.  

Stories by pupils from Uzbekistan were used in the making 

of the second part of the cartoon, which were chosen in a 

competition. At the premiere of the second part of the cartoon 

in Almaty in December last year and at the festival in Hanty-

Mansiysk, the director was asked whether there would be a 

third installment. The authors gave a positive answer but 

asked for more timeé  

For more details see 
http://ugrainform.ru/index.php?option=com_content&task=vi

ew&id=11961&Itemid=85 

 

From the editorial board: we whole-heartedly congratulate 

our friends and partners on this significant victory and wish 

them further creative successes. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

devilsò),by Zhebe Studios, also of Shymkent. This release 

was the initiative of the Seimar Social Fund, the organizer of 

the campaign "SOS - saiga" and the main sponsor of the 

ñSaga of the saigaò. The profits from sales will be used for 

charity. 

 
 

 

Cinematographic Society for Mongolia. They have also 

produced a song about a saiga calf, with great help from a 

famous musician and singer. This is one of the best ways to 

reach local people. 

 

 
 

ready soon. This portal is also linked to the Russian website 

for the Altai-Sayan Ecoregion and the website of the Saiga 

Conservation Alliance. 

 

The Golden Loon flew to Shymkent 

The director of the ñSaga of the saigaò and unchallenged leader of the 

AniMaster Studio, Mahsut Zharimbetov with the golden statuette from 

the eco-festival. Photo by Tatiana Zharimbretova  

 

A DVD of saiga cartoons released in Kazakhstan 

ñMongolian Saigaò documentary film produced  

 

Mongolian language web-portal for the Altai -Sayan Ecoregion is running  

http://www.econet.mn/
http://ugrainform.ru/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=11961&Itemid=85
http://ugrainform.ru/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=11961&Itemid=85
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The Centre for Wild Animals of the Republic of Kalmykia is 

preparing a book ñFairytale of the saiga calfò, with the support 

of the oil company Lukoil. The book is written by the poet 

Dolgan Shanaev and is aimed at children of preschool and junior 

school ages. The book will be published in three languages ï 

Kalmyk, Russian and English. The book is not only about the 

life of saiga antelopes, but also about their neighbours, such as 

cranes, ground squirrels, hares, etc. There is a lot of magic and 

adventures in the fairytales, which teach children to be kind, 

care for the environment and value true friendship.  

 

For more information please contact Nadezhda Arylova, 
arylova@gmail.com. 

 

 
 

 

On 28 April, 2009, staff of the Centre for Wild Animals of the 

Republic of Kalmykia and the N.N. Palmov National Museum 

of the Republic of Kalmykia visited secondary school No 9 in 

Elista, where they taught a lesson on the theme of the ecological 

issues of their native land. The next day, they went to Buluktin 

secondary school, Tselinny district, together with staff from the 

Station of Children and Youth Tourism. Both these events were 

focused on saiga conservation. The staff centre told the children 

about the status of saigas, research methods and conservation 

actions, not just in the north-western Pre-Caspian, but range-

wide. A short film ñThe saiga, karma of the steppeò  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

On 26 May 2009, the results were announced of a republic-

wide contest for school children, ñThe steppe antelopeò. This 

was part of a conservation event called the Days of Protection 

from Environmental Threats. The contest is held annually, and 

was conducted by the centre for Ecological Projects of the 

Republic of Kalmykia and the Ecological-Biological Centre for 

Pupils of the Republic of Kalmykia. It is aimed at improving the 

sense of responsibility of the younger generation for nature 

protection, raising public awareness of the importance of saiga 

antelopes, attracting attention to the problem of saiga decline  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

by I. Shpilenok, produced an unforgettable impression not 

only on the children but also their teachers, and provoked 

many questions and a lively discussion. In conclusion, each 

pupil was given a saiga booklet and other materials. At the 

end, a local history quiz  and some games were organized for 

the schoolchildren, followed by traditional tea-drinking, 

during which the children and their teachers sincerely thanked 

the organizers and expressed their wish to visit the Yashkul 

breeding centre to see saigas and find out what they do there. 

For additional information please contact Vadim Sanzhaev, 

kalmsaiga@mail.ru. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

and promoting active engagement in its protection. Categories 

included essays, poems, pictures, craftworks and songs. More 

than 200 children from all over the Republic took part. It was 

not easy for the jury to select the winners, as each work was 

part of the authorsô soul, their thoughts and feelings. The 

winners were not only creative and original, but also made 

people think and promoted feelings of pride in our living 

heritage. For additional information contact Olga Obgenova, 

centrecep@yandex.ru. 

 

 

 
 

A lesson on saigas at school # 21. 

Photo by Nadezhda Arylova 

A relay race.  

Photo by Vadim Sanzhaev 

Kalmyk children get creative about saigas  

Visiting Kalmykia's schoolchildren 

A Fairytale of the saiga calf for the children of Kalmykia 

 

mailto:arylova@gmail.com
mailto:kalmsaiga@mail.ru
mailto:centercep@yandex.ru
mailto:centercep@yandex.ru

