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Russia has joined the Convention on Conservation of Migratory
species®6 Memorandum of Under st a

Alexei Bazhanov, Deputy Minister of Agriculture of the Russian Federa
signed theMemorandum of Understanding on the Conservation, Restoration
Sustainable Use of the Saiga Antelope in Bonn on June, 24th. This event oc
on the 30th Anniversary of the Bonn Convention, under which the saiga MOU

The document
provides for
cooperation of the
parties for the
maintenance of
effective protection of
saiga antelope, its
habitats, as well as
exchange of the
scientific, technical
and legal information
for saiga protection,
restoration and
sustainableise. CMS
Executive Secretary
Robert Hepworth said:
Russiabds s
the Saiga Agreement

-

Alexei Bazhanov and Robert Hepworth signing the

Memorandum of Understanding on Saiga Antelope. tonight means_ that _a”
Photo by CMS four of the main Saiga

" range states havew
joined this CMS initative and our partners to conserve these remarkable antel
Saigas have survived turbulent times in the past. The commitment of R
alongside Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan is essential if they §
enjoy a stable future.o
During the siging ceremony in Bonn's city hall, Alexei Bazhanov sa
"Together with Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan, we will coope

A resting saiga male.
Photo by Rotislav Stach
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Grachev, Institute of Zoologydrio@nursat.Kg Mongolia: Dr B. Lhagvasen, Institute of Biology(ecolab@magicnet.mr&
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of Kalmykia (kalmsaigak@elistaru) & Dr A. Lushchekina, Institute of Ecology & Evolutiomuémabcom@gmail.com
Turkmenistan: Dr. C5aparmuradov, Nation#stitute of Deserts, Plants and Animadsyfarmuradov@mail.yuUzbekistan:
Dr E. Bykova &Dr A. Esipov, Institute of ZoologyeSipov@sarkor.)z UK: Dr E.J. MilnerGulland, Imperial College
London ¢.j.milnergulland@imperial.ac.ykand Dr N. Singhlmperial College Londofn.singh@mperial.ac.uk

All contributions are welcome, in any of our six languages. Please send tesipde@sarkor.yz
saigaconservati@lliance@yahoo.co.udr to one of the editors. We publish twice a year.

This publication is available online awww.saigaconservatiortom http://saigak.biodiversity.ru/publications.htnand

This editionis funded by:

Rufforzig

«:vy./

www.ruffordsmallgrants.org

with additional supporllrom

http://mww.wildlifewarden.net/wcs/mini/Saig&hinese.pdf as a pdf, or in hard copy on requies€hinese, English, Kazakh

Mongolian, Russian and Uzbek

®)wen (Ci

WlmUFE CoMsERVATION NETWORK
WWF



mailto:ygling@online.sh.cn
mailto:terio@nursat.kz
mailto:ecolab@magicnet.mn
mailto:mpo-species@wwf.mn
mailto:kalmsaigak@elista.ru
mailto:kalmsaigak@elista.ru
mailto:kalmsaigak@elista.ru
mailto:kalmsaigak@elista.ru
mailto:kalmsaigak@elista.ru
mailto:rusmabcom@gmail.com
mailto:saparmuradov@mail.ru
mailto:esipov@sarkor.uz
mailto:e.j.milner-gulland@imperial.ac.uk
mailto:n.singh@imperial.ac.uk
mailto:esipov@tkt.uz
mailto:saigaconservationalliance@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.saiga-conservation.com/
http://www.saiga-conservation.com/
http://www.saiga-conservation.com/
http://www.saiga-conservation.com/
http://www.saiga-conservation.com/
http://www.saiga-conservation.com/
http://www.saiga-conservation.com/
http://saigak.biodiversity.ru/publications.html
http://www.wildlifewarden.net/wcs/mini/Saiga-Chinese.pdf
http://www.wildlifewarden.net/wcs/mini/Saiga-Chinese.pdf

Published by the Saiga Conservation Alliance

Saiga News

Contiruedfrom Pagel:
to ensure that the threats to the Saiga antelope during their
migrations are reducedAwareness campaigns targeting tl
rural population will help to fight poaching and efforts will k
made to minimise the impact of obstacles to ntigra

The Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservat
Restoration and Sustainable Use of the Saiga Antelope en
into force in September 2006. Parties to the MOU prov
Secretary of the Convention with a detailed annual report
their saiga coservation activities.

Updates

SAIGA GONSERVATION ALLIANCE

The theme of saiga conservation is one of the key topic
the upcoming XXIX Interational Union of Game Biologists
Congress (IUGB) which will be held in Moscow on Augu
17-22, 2009, organised by the Ministry of Agriculture of ti
Russian Federation.

For more information see: The Convention on the
Conservation of Migratory Species\Wfild Animals
http://www.cms.int/and Ministry of Agriculture of the
Russian Federations,
http://www.mcx.ru/news/news/show/3450.78.htm

Conserving Ustyurt's biodiversity

On 10 February 2009, a rc
interaction for biodiversit
was held in TashkenfThe event was organized by the Ste
Committee for Nature Conservation of the Republic o

Reconnaissance boring (Zarubezhneftegaz) in Ustyurt,
northern west Uzbekistan.
Photo by Alexander Esipov

Uzbekistan, the Institute of Zoology of the Uzbekist
Academy of Sciences todetr with the Saiga Conservatio
Alliance and the Armon centre for Ecological Law.

Representatives of the ministries and agencies concel
as well as those of egas and other companies working
Ustyurt, participated in the round table. The participa
discussed possibilities for developing cooperation on
conservation of the Ustyurt plateau's unigue natt
environments, particularly under intense developm
impacts. The saiga is one of the flagships of the Ustyurt fa
and an indicator of ecodgsn stability. The workshop
adopted a resolution to set up a working group to develc
programme of joint measures for the conservation of Ustyt
biodiversity in 2009 to 2012. The State Committee for Nat
Protection was identified as the coordinaibthis process.

On 19 March 2009, the first meeting of the working gro
took place, which approved the participants and the timi
for preparation of the draft programme.

For further information please contact Alexander Esip

esipov@sarkor.uz

Saiga hunting prohibited in Russia

According to the federal I
sport hunting for saigas is prohibited until 20Ehactment No
155 of 7 May 2009 was signed by the prime minister of
Republic of Kalmykia, Mr Vladimir Sengleev.

From the editorial board:in Russia saiga hunts were firs
banned in 2001The ban was renewed in 2004.

Special attention to the saiga!

On 19 June, a meeting of the association for the solutior
ecological problems of the Severny Kavkaz [North Caucas
was held in GroznyMr Dmitry Tsutaev, the head of th
Department of Forestry of the Ministry of Natural Resourc
Environmental Protectioand Energy Development, Kalmykia

took part in the meetingAmong other questions, speci:
attention was paid to the conservation and restoraif the
European saiga population.

Based on a report inthe newspaper lzvestiya Kalmyki
http://www.askregion.ru/page.php?id=132

Aerial counts held in Kazakhstan

Aerial counts of saiga antelopes were carried out <4 Z
April 2009 with the participation of staff from the Institute «
Zoology, Kazakhstan, the Committee for Forestry and Huni
of the Ministry of Agriculture ofthe Republic of Kazakhstan
Okhotzooprom, regional territorial forestry and ranchi
inspectorates and the Association for the Conservation
Biodiversity of Kazakhstan.

2

Total saiga numbers were estimated at 81,000; 45,20
Betpakdala, 9,200 in Ustyurt and 26,600 in Urdn
comparison with last year, the number and range of
Betpakdala and Ural sytopulations have increased, whi
the numbers of the Ustyurt sygopulation remained constan
For more information please contac¥ury Grachev,

terio@nursat.kz
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Aerial counts of saigas in Uzbekistan

According to an agreement between Gosbiokontrol of
Republic of Uzbekistan Committee for Forestry and Hunting
the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhsta
simultaneous aerial counts of tHdstyurt population were
carried out for the first time on 5ffth April 2009.Previously,
the counts in Uzbekistan were carried out in winter and
Kazakhstan in spring. As a result the total number of saigas
unknown, as it was not clear how manyraais were in the

other country when the counts took place. No saigas v =

observed in the Uzbek part of Ustyurt, despite surveying k

the northern and southern parts of the plateau as well as the g

sea. However, a negative result is still importanateDfrom
simultaneous vehicle surveys suggested the presence
singletons and small groups in the area, which in gen
confirms the results of the aerial countalmost all the animals
were in Kazakhstan at that timEor more information please

contac¢ Alexander Esipowesipov@sarkor.uz

Team members soon after a flight, Muinak airport.
Photo by Alexander Esipov

Young saiga researcher wins top award!

Bayarbaatar Buuveibaatar, a young scientist engaged in ¢
research and conservation activities in Mongolia, has t
awarded $15,000 to carry out his Masters researcheirlJSA
from the Sidney Byers Scholarship for Wildlife Conservatic
The Scholarship, which is administered by the Wildli
Conservation Network (WCN), awards funds annually
promising young conservationists working across Africa, A
and South America.

"We believe that the future of wildlife conservation depend:

on local people wdking with local communities to resolve
wildlife conflicts," said Charles Knowles, WCN Executiv
Director. "The Byers Scholarship will identify, invest in, an
help develop the future leaders of wildlife conservation aroi
the world.”

As a partner of WCNthe SCA is eligible to apply for the
Byers Scholarship, and Buuvei's success follows on fror
Scholarship awarded to Nadezhda Arylova of the Rus:
Republic of Kalmykia in 2007.

Young saiga researcher wins top award!

The skull of a prehistoric saiga has been found in Astrak
province.According to Astrakhan palaeontologists, the findil
is very interesting as scientists have not previously fot
prehigoric remains of this species in this region. A prelimine
analysis showed that the skull was 25ID,000 years old.

The director of the Astrakhan State United Historic
architectural Museurneserve, Yury Pavlenko, said that tt
excavation was conductéy the museum's field team under t
supervision of M.V. Golovachev, in Bueraki are
approximately 10 km south of the village of Cherny Y:
Chernoyarsky district. The skull was washed out from the be
of the River Volga during flooding, subsequentlywered with
the sand and again exposed due to rain and flood water. It v
well preserved brainpan with the base of the right horn. T
years ago, the base of the left horn with the upper orbital arc
fragments of the lower jaw were found, presumat#iobging
to the same saiga. Theuseum collections contain other finc
of thebones of ancient saigas.

Additional information is available from the museum
musei@astranet.ru
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The fossil saiga skull.
Photo by G. Gorodighev
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The Golden Loon flew to Shymkent

The animatec ar t oon fiSaga of t h ¢ The guest of honour at the festival, two times Hero of
AniMaster studio, was awarded a winner's certificate at the . Soviet Union, the astronaut Georgy Grechko, noted that

international tel evision f e planet is so unprotected; it should be taken aafreand
held in HantyMansiysk on 26 JuneMore than 300 films from conservation of the Earthis crucidlhi s i s wha
120 TV companies in 24ountries were nominated for th sai gao i s about. The film

festival. The animators from Shymkent were awarded first p in Kazakh, Russian and English. Its main characters
in the section Aprogr ammeln i children who worry about the fate of saigas, a ranger v
the entire history of the festival this was the first victory by chasse horn collectors, poachers who will not esca
team from Kazakhstan. punishment and of course the saigas, who have to lea

This fedival is rightly recognized as one of the most popu trust people all over again.
and representative international forums devoted to issue  Stories by pupils from Uzbekistan were used in the mak
ecology, conservation and environmental protection. of the second part of the cartoon, which were chosen
competition. At the premiere of the second part of the cartc
in Almaty in December last year and at the festival in Har
Mansiysk, the director was asked whether there would
third installment. The authors gave a positive answer
asked for more timeé

For more details see
http://ugrainform.ru/index.php?option=com_content&task=
ew&id=11961&ltemid=85

From the editorial board:we wholeheartedly congratulate
our friends and partners on this significant victory and wi
them further creative successes.

The director of the fASaga of thi
AniMaster Studio, Mahsut Zharimbetov with the golden statuette from
the ecofestival. Photo by Tatiana Zharimbretova

A DVD of saiga cartoons released in Kazakhstan

In May, the network Meloman released the firstlicensed D devi | s0) , by Zhebe Studios,
containing local caoons in the Kazakh language. TI was the initiative of the Seimar Social Fund, the organize
collection is called #AFair the campaign "SOS saiga" and ta main sponsor of the
includes the two parts of tAaSaga of the saigao. The |
studios and as a bonus, ano charty.

AMongnolSa gao documentary f

WWF Mongolia has produced a docunamyt film on Cinematographic Society for Mongolia. They have a
Mongolian saiga biology and ecology for the general public produced a song about a saiga calf, with great help fro
cooperation with the Scientific and Environmental famous musician and singer. This is one of thst beays to

reach local people.

Mongolian language webportal for the Altai -Sayan Ecoregion is running

WWF Mongolia has successfully launched a Mongoli ready soon. This portal is also linked to the Russian wek
language welportal (yww.econet.mpon the Mongolian part of for the AltaiSayan Ecoregion and the website of the Sa
Altai-Sayan Ecoregion, and the English language version wil Conservation Alliance.
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A Fairvtale of the saiaa calf for the children of Kalmykia

The Centre foWild Animals of the Republic of Kalmykia is
preparing a book fAFairytale
of the oil company Lukoil. The book is written by the pc
Dolgan Shanaev and is aimed at children of preschool and ju
school ages. The bookillvbe published in three languagés
Kalmyk, Russian and English. The book is not only about
life of saiga antelopes, but also about their neighbours, suc
cranes, ground squirrels, hares, etc. There is a lot of magic
adventures in the fairyta, which teach children to be kint
care for the environment and value true friendship.

For more information please contact Nadezhda Aryjo
arylova@gmail.com

Visiting Kalmykia's schoolchildren

On 28 April, 2009, staff of the Centre for Wikhimals of the
Republic of Kalmykia and the N.N. Palmov National Muset
of the Republic of Kalmykia visited secondary school No 9
Elista, where they taught a lesson on the theme of the ecolo
issues of their native land. The next day, they werBttuktin
secondary school, Tselinny district, together with staff from
Station of Children and Youth Tourism. Both these events w
focused on saiga conservation. The staff centre told the chil
about the status of saigas, research methods anéreatisn
actions, not just in the nortlvestern PreCaspian, but range
de. A short film AThe sai

A relay race.
Photo by Vadim Sanzhaev

by 1. Shpilenok, produced an unforgettable impression

only on the children but also their teachers, and provo
many questions and a ély discussion. In conclusion, eac
pupil was given a saiga booklet and other materials. At
end, a local history quiz and some games were organize
the schoolchildren, followed by traditional tdanking,

during which the children and their te@eh sincerely thankec
the organizers and expressed their wish to visit the Yasl|
breeding centre to see saigas and find out what they do tl
For additional information please contact Vadim Sanzha

kalmsaiga@miaru.

A lesson on saigas at school # 21.
Photo by Nadezhdarylova

Kalmyk children get creative about saigas

On 26 May 2009, the results were announced of a repul
wi de contest for school ch
was part of a conservation event called the Days of Protec
from Environmental Threats. The contest is held annually,
was conducted by the centre for Ecological Projects of
Republic of Kalmykia and the EcologieBiological Centre for
Pupils of the Rpublic of Kalmykia. It is aimed at improving th
sense of responsibility of the younger generation for na
protection, raising public awareness of the importance of s
antelopes, attracting attention to the problem of saiga decline

summer 2009; issue 9

and promoting active engagement in its protection. Categc
included essays, poems, pictures, craftworks and songs. |
than 200 children from all over the Republic took part. It w
not easy for the jury to select the winners, as eaatk was
part of the authorsdé6 soul
winnerswere not only creative and original, but also ma
people think and promoted feelings of pride in our livil
heritage.For additional information contact Olga Obgenqvi
centreep@yandex.ru
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